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A PUBLICATION BY THE ROBERTSON COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

 July Master Gardener Meeting! 

Thursday, July 26, 7 P.M. 
@ the UT Extension Office 

Our program will be on  
“Water Conservation” 

 See You There! 
 

____________________________________ ______________

“HUG A TREE IN RIDGETOP” 
 

      In February 2012 the Ridgetop Garden 
project had intention of labeling a few of the 
trees in the Ridgetop Station Park; now we 
are preparing the application for Level 1 
Arboretum certification.  The park greenway 
passes by large Maples and Oaks, a wet-
weather creek, an old orchard, and species 
planted and maintained by the former 
owners of the property.   
      Dwight Barnett, State Forester for 
Robertson County, identified over 30 
species of trees on his initial visit to the park 
and recommended that we explore 
arboretum status.  General requirements for 
certification include: being open to the 
public; protecting trees from mower and 
trimmer damage; labeling trees; inspecting 
trees for hazards and addressing those 
hazards.   
       Certified arboreta are listed on the 
Tennessee Urban Forestry website, are 
publicized in local and forestry publications, 
and can display a “…Certified Arboretum” 
sign, The park will be a resource for 

educating the public about different tree 
species and hopefully a destination for the 
county’s children’s science classes.   
   The arboretum is financed and supported 
by the city of Ridgetop park board and city 
council. The Ridgetop Garden Club, State 
Forestry personnel, Master Gardeners, local 
Boy Scouts are actively engaged in making 
the arboretum a success. 
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“Summer Celebration Lawn and 

Garden Show” 
 

If you did not get to attend this wonderful yearly event, 
you missed a good time! 
 
I heard very positive comments about the show this 
year from some of our members claiming that ‘this is 
even better than last year’! I cannot say since this was 
my first year at the show. What I will tell you though, is 
that I was so amazed at the variety of displays, vendors 
and programs. There were so many different things to 
choose from, I was actually sorry this was not a 2 or 3 
day event. 
 
The gates opened at 10 A.M. officially although I 
somehow think that they opened a bit earlier since a lot 
of the Jackson County MG plants were gone already. 
There was still a good variety to choose from. We 
learned from their sale and brought back some ideas to 
be discussed for our next year’s plant sale……………. 
 
The program was varied and offered something for 
everyone in attendance. From Organic Gardening (y’all 
know I went to that seminar) to Taste of Honey to a 
very nice presentation on the very historic Ames 
Plantation, Tennessee’s very own ‘Tara’. 
 
The theme of this year’s show was focused on 
Hydrangeas and all the different varieties, their cultural 
requirements, and varied fertilizing needs. One could 
learn a lot about these beautiful veterans of the garden! 
 
The vendors were terrific and there was a very good 
mix from all different areas. We came away with some 
new ideas on garden arranging and containers as well as   
some interesting new plants. Julee purchased 
a Tea Tree and I found a Carob tree and a 
Eucalyptus Tree. I was excited about that!  
 
We feasted on grilled hamburgers and icy cold 
drinks sold by the 4-Hers and enjoyed every 
crumb. 
We attended a few of the seminars and took a 
very nice Agri-Wagon ride around the research 
facility to find out about all that is going on.  
 

All in all, it was a great day! Put it on your 
calendar for next year! 
 
******************************* 

MARK YOUR CALENDERS! 
 
 
July 26 – RCMGA meeting @ 7PM @ UT 
Extension Office 
 
August 23 – RCMGA meeting will 
be held at the Robertson Co. 
Fairgrounds @ 7PM. Bring your 
saved seeds! These can be any 
type seed you choose – vegetable, 
flowers, bulbs, etc. 
 
August 27 – September 1 -Robertson County Fair  
Bring your best to the Fair!  
 
September 27 – Pumpkin Field Day at UT 
Jackson Research Center 

 
_________________________________________ 

 
GARDEN TIPS 

 
NOW is a great time to fertilize those plants both 
vegetable and flowers. Fertilizing now will help 
your plants to push through the new growth after 
the much needed rain and to revitalize what might 
have been lost or diminished by the recent drought. 
 

 
 

****************************************** 
     Good Book to Have on Your Shelf: 
 

 
 
 
“Thoughtful Gardening” by Robin Lane Fox 
 
 



****************************************** 

“The Queen of Summer” 
 
No Tennessee garden would be complete 
without one or two, or more Hydrangeas. With 
her hard-to-grow reputation, this lady is a 
treasure to see in a spring or summer 
arrangement. Hard to grow, well, maybe unless 
you pick just the right hydrangea and put it in 
just the right spot with just the right conditions. 
And just what are those conditions? Well, that 
would depend on what type of plant you would 
like to have! Hydrangeas are very versatile yet 
picky in their home surroundings. 
 
 There are many different types of hydrangeas to 
choose from and with a little bit of careful 
research, you will find the right one for your 
garden. 
 
Some varieties of this species include: 
 
MOPHEADS – sounds like a really bad nick name 
for such a lovely plant but this is the most 
popular. Different shades of pink, lavender and 
blue and white make a pleasing sight in any 
garden or landscape. It is a common 
misconception that this plant needs to be grown 
only in full, deep shade. However, it does only 
require afternoon shade. Best blooms come on 
when the plant gets morning sun. Mopheads 
develop their flowers in late summer or early 
Fall. 
 
SMOOTH – This is one of the best Tennessee 
natives in the hydrangea family as they grow 
wild as an understory plant in most of our 
counties. Take a cut, if permissible, from what 
you see in the wild. Smooth hydrangea likes to 
hide under a tree canopy where moisture is 
plentiful. You can grow this plant in a sunny area 
but not without really good irrigation. This lady 
also likes a great haircut each season back to 
about ten inches to get good rejuvenation.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PANICLE –If you have no shade in your yard, 
then this is your choice. This is a very tolerant 
plant for any landscape. It can be put into full sun 
to partial shade. Prune after every spring flush to 
encourage slightly later, more abundant flowers.   
 
OAKLEAF – Once you plant this type, it is almost 
trouble free. It is also a Tennessee native and has 
been found in at least 15 counties but does well 
anywhere. It needs well-drained soil in full sun 
to partial shade. Afternoon shade reduces stress 
on most plants. Mulch will help to protect the 
shallow roots and provides constant moisture. 
 
Check your soil conditions, sun or shade, 
moisture and then choose the type of Hydrangea 
that best fits in your plan. 
 
Whatever your choice, Hydrangeas make a 
beautiful addition to your garden or landscaping 
for many years! 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

CONTACT LIST 
 

President – Doug Buck – historybug@yahoo.com – 766-2402   Robertson Co. Extension Agent, Paul Hart, 384-7936,pehart@utk.edu 
Vice President – Paul Putnam – pp1ih@aol.com    RCMGA Web Site:  rcmga.org 
Secretary – Wanda Cohea – wccohea@gmail.com    The Leaflet: Catey Henning, mtnrider55@yahoo.com 
Treasurer – Catey Henning – mtnrider55@yahoo.com    Project Coordinator: Julee Orr, julee@mojoridge.com 
 
 
 
 
 


