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June Master Gardener Meeting! 
Thursday, June 23, 7 P.M.   

Our Middle TN Master Gardener Advocates will join us to talk about 
the Master Gardener program and answer your questions.  We will 
also have a gardening “Show and Tell”! Please bring your favorite 

gardening tool, plant, book, or gardening tip to share! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                                               
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          LET’S CELEBRATE SUMMER! 
         At the annual University of Tennessee 
Summer Celebration Lawn and Garden Show 
with thousands of trees, shrubs, and flowers 
on display, exciting presentations, unique 
vendors and good food, it’s easy to see why 
people love to come to this event.  Summer 
Celebration 2011 kicks off at 10: a.m. on 
Thursday, July 14 at the West Tennessee 
AgResearch & Education Center.  You will be 
able to tour the beautiful UT Gardens-Jackson, 
attend workshops presented by UT experts, 
and hear from renowned gardening enthusiasts 
from across the region.  Some workshops are 
outside/under-tent and some are in air-
conditioned auditoriums. 
 The theme of this year’s event is “Come 
Check the Mail”.  Visitors will be inspired by the 
numerous displays of mailbox landscaping that 
range from classic and charming to fun and 
funky.  In addition to informative workshops, 
visitors can also peruse and purchase 
fascinating plant varieties at the Master 
Gardeners Plant Sale.  These plants have been 

researched and tested in West Tennessee 
conditions, and have proven themselves as 
great additions to local landscapes. 
 Got specific plant questions? You can 
get them answered at the Plant Diagnostic 
Center, which will be staffed by plant pest and 
disease experts. Need a break? You can have 
lunch prepared by local 4-h students, or take a 
relaxing wagon ride around the AgResearch & 
Education Center and learn more about the 
breakthroughs in agricultural research that are 
happening right here. 
 The entry cost for this complete day is 
$5.00 for adults.  We will be vanpooling from 
the Springfield Robertson County Extension 
Office, leaving at 7 a.m. and returning to 
Springfield by 8 p.m.; the shared cost of the 
van will be under $15.00.  You can sign up at 
our June 23rd meeting or call Judy Bryant 384-
7936 or Lynn Stenglein 859-9659 to register. 

 
Good Book to Have on the  

                                                       Shelf: 
“Attracting Native Pollinators”  

                                          by The Xerces Society 
 

“Attracting Native Pollinators” 
(The following is an excerpt from the recommended book 
of the month: Chapter 5: Strategies to Help Pollinators) 
     “Although many pollinating insects can adapt to 
changing conditions and often rebound from the effects of 
natural changes in their environment – including fires, 
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floods, droughts, and windstorms – it’s impossible to 
protect a diversity of pollinators without a critical mass of 
diverse habitats.  That critical mass is being lost in many 
landscapes. 
     Not only is there less natural habitat than ever before, 
but the land that surrounds it may also be inhospitable to 
pollinators because it lacks food plants or nesting sites.  
In rural areas, the fields created by large-scale agriculture 
are too big for some bee species to cross to reach forage 
or nests.  Tilling can destroy shallow bee nests or block 
the emergence of bees deeper in the ground.  The crops 
grown on many farms are wind-pollinated members of the 
Grass family (wheat, corn, rice, grass, barley, oats, and 
so on) and have no value as bee forage, while those 
crops that do offer nectar and pollen usually provide them 
only in a brief, though abundant burst. 
     In urban areas, landscapes around developments tend 
to be dominated by easy-to-maintain lawns and shrubs 
chosen for their colorful foliage rather than for their 
flowers.  When there are flowers, often they are non-
native plants or highly ornamental varieties that provide 
little or no food value for native pollinators. 
     You can improve these conditions where you live if 
you consciously plan, create, and maintain habitat 
patches – the bigger the better – in urban, suburban, and 
rural areas.  We can plant a diversity and abundance of 
nectar- and pollen-laden native plants, we can provide 
nesting habitat, and we can choose not to use pesticides, 
or at least exercise extreme caution.” 
 
     

 
 

“SAFELY PEST-PROOF YOUR 
GARDEN” 

 
     You have tilled, pitched rocks of all shapes and 
sizes, selected just the right seedlings, carefully 
sown those tiny carrot seeds, bordered with 
beautiful flowers and now you have the perfect 
garden. All you have to do is pull a few weeds, 
water and fertilize and sit back and watch it grow, 
right? Right?  
     One day you are walking through your wonderful 
patch of veggies or flowers and – WAIT ONE 
MINUTE! What has taken up residence on your 

squash or roses?!?!?! Could it be? Yep, it’s 
a pest……………  
     Now you have read the books, 
consulted with other gardeners, or even 
tried the old stand-by (or should I say, 
new……) the internet. So what’s a 
gardener to do?  
     Every year, gardeners spend a 
whopping $2 billion on lawn and garden 
pesticides. Of 103.9 million households 
with lawns, more than half use insecticides; 
40 million use herbicides and 14 million use 
fungicides.  Many of these products 
threaten unintended targets, including 
people, animals, birds and fish.  Studies 
indicate that even incidental exposures to 
these poisons, through touch or inhalation, 
may pose dangers, particularly to pregnant 
women and young children. 
     It’s not just humans at risk.  Frogs, 
salamanders, fish, birds, and other wildlife 
are threatened by runoff from residential 
and agricultural lands.  The U.S. Geological 
Survey has found that more than 95% of 
streams sampled contained at least one 
pesticide, as well as the drinking water. 
Atrazine has been found in many streams 
throughout the land as well as the herbicide 
glyphosate (found in Round-up), which kills 
nearly all plants and is toxic to earthworms, 
fish, and several other beneficial insects 
and is leading to more powerful, pesticide-
resistant weeds. 
     So what to do! You still do not want your 
gardens overrun by pests. Read labels to 
avoid toxic synthetic chemicals. Dislodge 
weeds with tools. Buy less toxic herbicides. 
Make your own less toxic insecticides. Try 
ground red pepper and powdered garlic or 
onion. Dehydrate crawling insects. Don’t 
over fertilize. Select plants that are native 
to your locale. 
 
 

 

 
 



“RCMG 2011 GARDEN TOUR AND PLANT SALE – HUGE SUCCESS!” 
Our 2011 event was a wonderful success and we couldn’t have done 

it without you!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Woodland Garden on Tour                               Rope cactus in bloom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 Rose & Carolyn relish warm/ dry       
                                                                day for  sale & tour 

Garden Docents Judy & Patsy     
NOTE:  More pictures on the web (rcmga.org) & slide show planned      

   @ Aug. Fair Booth Workin’.   

FYI! 
           July’s meeting will be on using some of those wonderful herbs  
           and veggies we are harvesting from our gardens.  I would love    
             to have some volunteers to help in the preparation of some of   
           these exciting dishes prior to that evening! I will supply a                  
           cooking lesson (if needed) and recipes! Please call Catey at 384-0109.  
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