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WELCOME CLASS OF 2013 

We believe your decision to join the Robertson Co. Master Gardener class of 2013 

may well be one of the best you made this year.  We don’t make that statement 

lightly.  Many people have worked hard to make this a most pleasant, highly edu-

cational, and richly rewarding experience for you.  You will have direct access to 

some of the best minds in the area on a plethora of gardening subjects. 

You’ll have the opportunity to meet lots of new folks, like-minded people who love 

gardening as much as you do.  You’ll have the option of pursuing Master Gar-

dener certification.  You will be given the chance to hone your skills and share 

new found knowledge about gardening. 

Our Master Gardener’s program in Robertson County is only a few years old.  It 

has, however, proved to be a venue that produces civic mindedness in numerous 

ways while encouraging achievement and personal fulfillment.  Our association  

members look forward to meeting you and shar-

ing information about Robertson County projects. 

So ask questions and be prepared to leave each  

session with more information on a given subject 

than you ever thought possible.  Learning has not 

been this much fun since kindergarten. 

Enjoy and welcome! 

Robertson County Master Gardener Association 

Patricia Avril, President 

Can you find Patricia in this picture of her elephant ears? 

RCMG CLASS UNDERWAY 
Thirteen participants are attending the 2013 Robertson County Master Gardener 

classes this fall.  If you want to review and refresh you knowledge of a topic, you 

may attend any of the classes.  Classes meet at the Extension Office and begin at 

6:00pm.  The remaining class schedule is: 
September 

 26 Weed Mgt for Lawns and Ornamentals 
October 

 3 Vegetable Gardening   

 10 Turf grass Management 

 24 Herbaceous Ornamentals  

 29 Plant Pathology and Disease Control 
November 

 7 Entomology – Insect ID & Control  

 14 Backyard Wildlife  

 21 Landscape Design 
December  

 5 Lawn & Garden Small Engine Maintenance 
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PROFILES IN GARDENING:  JINNY HULS 

Jinny has been a Master Gardener since 1996, when she saw 

the program advertised in the newspaper in Memphis and 

wanted to know more about it.  She first became interested in 

gardening, however, watching and working with her mother.  

Jinny is most interested in flower gardening (both annuals and 

perennials) and in some vegetable gardening.  Two of her fa-

vorite plants are loosestrife ad hosta.  She volunteers at her 

church where she cares for an area of the church grounds. 

Jinny has lived and gardened in several locations including 

Lou, Kentucky and Memphis Tennessee.  She lists being with 

other gardeners and learning more about gardening as her 

favorite things about Master Gardeners.  Her other hobbies 

include knitting, crochet, and card-making.  Two things we 

didn’t know about Jinny:  she went to 13 schools and has 11 children, 22 grandchildren, and 9 great-

grandchildren.     

CONEFLOWER DISEASES AND PESTS  

Aster yellows is the most common disease of purple coneflower.  It 

is caused by a phytoplasma, not a virus.  Phytoplasmas are similar 

to bacteria, but have no cell wall.   Aster yellows spreads when in-

fected plants are propagated and more often it is vectored by leaf 

hoppers.  It is not uncommon to see coneflower infected with aster 

yellows in a mass planting 

of many plants.  Cone-

flower infected with aster 

yellows may be stunted, 

and have strangely 

shaped flowers that remain green to yellow-green.  Flowers may 

also have small florets growing from the primary flower.  The secon-

dary florets are one of the more bizarre symptoms associated with 

plant diseases.  Management of aster yellows is primarily through the 

removal and discarding of symptomatic plants.  Insecticide sprays 

for the leafhopper vector are not recommended. 

Another problem that is often confused with aster yellows on coneflower is damage 

from the feeding of eriophyid mites on flowers.  Infested flowers have few if any pet-

als.  These mites are much smaller than spider mites and are not visible with the naked 

eye.  They feed within the flower.  To confirm the presence of the mites, symptomatic 

flowers are dissecting and examined under a low power micro-

scope. 

There are also plant viruses that infect purple coneflower.  These viruses may cause a vari-

ety of symptoms with mosaic and mottle patterns being the most common.  So few scien-

tists work in the area of ornamental plant virology, that we know little about the viruses 

that attack Echinacea.  The best advice is to avoid purchasing plants that exhibit viral 

symptoms and to remove symptomatic plants from your garden. 

Dr. Alan Windham, 

Plant Pathologist, UT Soil, Plant & Pest Center  

If you haven’t visited the Soil, Plant, Pest Center on Facebook you’re missing a lot of good, current information 

on the current pest problems in TN.  Pathologists, and Entomologists at UT’s SPPC post photos and diagnostic 

information on current issues they see during the year.  It’s a great resource to help you know what diseases 

and insects are active in the area.   
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Announcements / Upcoming Events 
Volunteer Service Opportunities:  Both Cheatham Park School and Coopertown city government contacted 

the Extension Office about the need for Master Gardener assistance on community projects.  Association pro-

jects must be approved by the members; these projects will be discussed at the upcoming September meet-

ing.  Meanwhile, if you have questions or want to work on either of these projects, call Judy Bryant at 384-7936.   

Cheatham Park School has a composter that needs to be assembled.  They would need someone to 

teach a short class about composting. 

Coopertown Signs:  The city of Coopertown has three “welcome” signs that need landscaping.  All 

plants and mulch for the landscaping have been donated. 

 

Now through November 10:  Light by Bruce Munro, Cheekwood Botanic Garden 

 

September 26:  Pumpkin Field Day, Thursday, at 11am; Jackson Botanical Gardens, Jackson, TN 

 

September 26:  Middle Tennessee Hosta Society, 6:30pm, Cheekwood.  David Bates presents Shrubs That Toler-

ate Shade.  Visitors welcome.  More details available at mths_hosta.com. 

 

September 26:  RCMGA Meeting; 7pm @ United Way 

 

October 2 — 3:  8th Annual UT Gardens Autumn Fest, West Tennessee Ag Research and Education Center, 

Visit west.tennessee.edu/events for details. 

 

October 12:  Fall Plant Sale, UT Arboretum, Oak Ridge.  Visit utarboretumsociety.org for more information. 

 

October 24:  RCMGA Meeting; 7pm @ United Way 

 

October 29:  Goblins in the Garden, Cheekwood Botanic Garden and Museum of Art.  For details, visit Cheek-

wood.org. 

RCMG TRAVELS TO 2013 FALL GARDENERS’ FESTIVAL 

Miss Summer Celebration at Jackson in early July?  Ready for another Lawn & Garden Show “fix” in late Au-

gust?  No worry, attend the Fall Gardeners’ Festival at the UT PLATEAU AgResearch and Education Center in 

Crossville.  Leaflet staff attended this year’s festival August 27th and filed this report:   

Like Jackson Summer Celebrants, visitors to Fall Festival enjoy informative pres-

entations and tours, valuable demonstrations, lovely and interesting gardens.  I 

attended presentations on Ornamental Grasses which the Plateau Ag Center 

researches and plants extensively; on shade gardening; and on “The Chef’s Re-

lationship with the Gardener” — a dual presentation by the Blackberry Farms 

chef, Michael Sullivan, and John Coykendall, who heads their heirloom plants 

and seed program.  Festival visitors joined in small-group discussions about com-

posting; growing and decorating gourds; propagation boxes; and many other topics.  While the Crossville 

event is on a smaller scale than the Jackson Summer Celebration, there were four concurrent presentations 

each hour, wagon and greenhouse tours, vendors, and educational exhibits aplenty.  With the relatively 

smaller crowd, I got answers to all my questions, talked to more educators at the demonstrations, and net-

worked with more Master Gardeners from other counties.  

I was especially interested in the garden areas.  The Cumberland County 

Master Gardeners create and maintain the garden areas; each new Master 

Gardener class is assigned a project garden.  In addition to traditional vege-

table and flower gardens, they have created a ”kinder garden” which is a 

handicap-accessible garden; and several trial gardens for ornamentals and 

for turf grasses.  Also, I bought tickets for drawings (made  donations) on sev-

eral items (trellis, plants, etc.) offered by the Cumberland County Master gar-

deners.  Should we try this as fundraiser next year at our Plant sale?  

Lynn Stenglein 
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Congratulations to the RCMGA county 

fair display team, winners of a blue ribbon 

this year!  Also, congratulations to all the 

Master Gardener ribbon  winners for 

flower and vegetables!  Jeanne will bring 

items loaned for the display to the Sep-

tember meeting. 

BLUE RIBBON DISPLAY 

 

SEPTEMBER BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 

 

 

The Robertson County Master Gardeners 
Association presented a beautification award to Janice Derby,  
whose garden is located at 4725 Chester Road in Cedar Hill.  
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